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The 2021 Iowa Legislative Session  
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This Week in the Iowa Legislature  
Funnel week is over! This past week was a big one, with the first funnel deadline for bills on 

Friday, March 5th coming to a close. Numerous bills were rapidly pushed through the committee 

process, as lawmakers wanted their bills to survive past the funnel deadline. Prioritized bills 

ranged from broadband expansion to school curriculum restrictions and election changes.    

 

Governor Reynolds joined 22 other state governors in opposing the new standard used to make 

federal covid relief fund allocations to states. Reynolds stated the new standard is inequitable by 

prioritizing states by those unemployed rather than total state population, which she believes will 

negatively impact the amount of federal aid Iowa will receive. 

 

The Iowa House amended and unanimously passed a pandemic tax relief bill worth $128 million 

this week. The bill would provide pandemic-related tax exemptions for PPP (Paycheck 

Protection Program) loans, certain COVID-19 grants, and unemployment insurance payments 

received during the pandemic. Lawmakers said taxing pandemic relief funds is wrong, as many 

Iowans have been adversely impacted with employment struggles since the onset of COVID-19. 

The bill now goes back to the Senate for final approval before heading to the Governor.  

 

In a last minute move by House Republicans, the Public Safety Committee introduced and 

passed a priority bill, the “constitutional carry” bill aimed at easing gun restrictions. This would 

decrease the number of background checks and permit requirements, making it possible for many 

Iowans to carry concealed weapons without a permit. Currently, Iowans must have a permit to 

purchase firearms and an additional permit to carry concealed firearms.  

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Update 

Iowa has seen a slight improvement in its COVID-19 vaccine distribution efforts over the last 

couple of weeks, ranking 13th overall in having at least one dose of the vaccine administered to 

those currently eligible. However, Iowa does rank 49th overall for distribution of second vaccine 

doses. Governor Reynolds believes the low ranking in Iowa’s distribution of second doses is due 

to vaccine reporting errors and stated she is working to find a solution. COVID-19 cases have 

also decreased in the last few weeks. The CDC maintains a case and vaccine data tracker that is 

updated daily. Also, IDPH announced effective this week Iowans 64 and younger with specified 

underlying conditions are now eligible for vaccination. 

 

http://www.advocacyiowa.com/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
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Finally, a vaccine belief and exemptions bill passed the full Senate Human Resources Committee 

on a 7-6 vote on Tuesday. The bill protects employees from employers acting against them if 

they refuse to be vaccinated. The bill also prevents the state from including vaccination 

information on IDs and expands the current vaccination exemption requirement for school-aged 

children.  

 

Looking Ahead  
With the first legislative funnel behind us, a new phase of the session begins. The coming week 

will be largely made up of debate as the public policy focus shifts from committee work to the 

chambers’ respective floors. Both the House and Senate have scheduled meetings for the Ways 

& Means and Appropriations Committees, but the majority of the policy committees will not 

meet. Subcommittee work will continue especially in the Senate due to the volume of bills the 

House has sent over for consideration, however, that work will be limited this week as well.  

Each chamber has hundreds of bills they could consider, many of which require passage from a 

committee in the opposite chamber to make the second funnel—which falls on April 2. To stay 

up to date on scheduled committees and subcommittees and their virtual access information, 

follow this link. 

 

Key Initiatives this Week 
On Monday the Senate Local Government subcommittee of Senators Klimesh, Williams, and T. 

Taylor unanimously passed SF 392, Joint 911 Board. The bill would allow HSEMD to serve as a 

joint 911 board on the request of the county supervisors and gives the department the powers of 

the board this option is approved. Senator Klimesh brought forward the bill and indicated the 

intent is to allow local EMA Commissions to take over the local 911 board duties and has an 

amendment to make this change. Thank you to Jason and Angie for joining and speaking on 

behalf of APCO-NENA and expressing the concerns of county supervisors being able to make 

these decisions alone. IEMA also spoke against the bill. Blake Derouchey from HSEMD stated 

the bill with the amendment is now more of a local than a state issue. Senator Klimesh indicated 

local EMA Commissions are already managing dispatch centers in rural counties and can offer 

additional funding for 911 Boards where needed. Klimesh sees this as an additional tool for local 

governments and is open to changes going forward. Senator Taylor would like to hear input from 

the stakeholders after they review the amendment.  

 

On Tuesday the AS team coordinated a meeting between APCO-NENA and IEMA leadership to 

discuss SF 392, Joint 911 Boards legislation. The two groups decided to offer a joint opposition 

to the bill and reach out to targeted Senators on the Local Government Committee. The AS team 

provided contact information for the Senators on the Local Government Committee. On 

Wednesday the AS team met with Senators Shipley and T. Taylor and expressed the concerns the 

public safety community has with SF 392. Senator Shipley spoke with Senator Klimesh about 

this bill and expressed the need for improvements potentially over the interim. SF 392 was 

withdrawn from consideration at the full Senate Local Government Committee meeting on 

Thursday. The bill did not survive the first funnel deadline. Thanks to all who reached out 

to legislators to help prevent this bill from moving forward.  

 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListChamber?chamber=S
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF392&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF392&ga=89
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On Tuesday the Senate State Government Committee amended and passed SF 249, 911 Costs, in 

a 15-0 vote. The bill would strike various current allocation methods for 911 call costs and 

requires a local exchange carrier to pay the cost for recurring monthly service. The bill is now 

eligible for Senate floor debate. The bill has been renumbered as SF 538, and the AS Team 

has requested information from Senator Cournoyer and her staff about the future 

prospects of this legislation this session. 

 

On Friday the AS team coordinated and participated in a call between APCO-NENA leadership 

and Senator Ernst’s chief counsel and legislative staff. We discussed legislative efforts at the 

federal level to properly recognize 911 dispatchers and public safety communicators as first 

responders. The call was highly successful with Senator Ernst’s chief counsel indicating he 

would reach out to the bill’s former sponsor, Senator Burr, as to whether he planned to introduce 

the legislation again. The bill will be presented to Senator Ernst for her consideration. The AS 

team sent a follow up to Senator Ernst’s office with all the relevant information on the bill. We 

will keep you updated as we hear more in the coming weeks.  

 

Bills of Interest 
Like sessions past, Advocacy Strategies will be tracking all bills pertaining to you. Along with 

this document, each week you will find an excel spreadsheet attached with the bills you have 

registered for or which we are waiting for a declaration. Please note it has been updated and 

does reflect all bills making the first funnel deadline. Please review this and confirm your 

declarations are correct and complete. Please let us know if there are any changes that need to 

be made.  

 

Housekeeping 

Our ability to best represent you is based on quick and open communication. Once the legislative 

session progresses further, our requests for bill declarations will increase substantially. We 

would ask that you let us know your organization’s position on each bill within 24 hours of 

our notification to you so we can respond accordingly.   

 

Dates to Note 
• April 2:  Second funnel deadline (Friday of the 12th week) 

• April 30: 110th calendar day of the session; legislators’ per diem expires 

 
Please feel free to contact the Advocacy Strategies Team with any questions, comments, or 

concerns.  We are pleased to be representing your interests during the 2021 Legislative 

Session and throughout the year. Contact information for your lobbying team follows.  

 

Threase Harms                        Kathryn Allen 

515.975.5299 (cell)                              309.335.3629 (cell) 

threase@advocacyiowa.com              admin@advocacyiowa.com 

Nick Laning                             Bob Rafferty 

515.985.9054 (cell)                                  515.314.9462 (cell) 

Nick@advocacyiowa.com             rafferty@raffertygroup.com  

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF249&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=sf538
mailto:threase@advocacyiowa.com
mailto:admin@advocacyiowa.com
mailto:Nick@advocacyiowa.com
mailto:rafferty@raffertygroup.com
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Hannah McDowell                                Rachel Ong 

515.450.0574 (cell)                                  515.829.2775 (cell) 

Hannah@advocacyiowa.com             rachelong@raffertygroup.com 

mailto:Hannah@advocacyiowa.com
mailto:rachelong@raffertygroup.com

