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Legislative Update  

The 2021 Iowa Legislative Session  

  

Week of February 15th, 2021  

  

This Week in the Iowa Legislature  
With the first funnel deadline now just two weeks away, the number of subcommittee and 

committee meetings continues to increase exponentially. Lawmakers will spend the next two 

weeks ensuring their priorities pass both subcommittee and committee before the March 5th 

deadline. The House has passed a substantial amount of bills over to the Senate, a majority of 

which were passed with large bipartisan majorities, but the Senate has kept a much slower floor 

debate pace focusing only on the list of must do items.  

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Update 

Iowa has seen a slight improvement in its COVID-19 vaccine distribution efforts over the last 

couple of weeks. As of Friday, nearly 12% of Iowans had received at least their first dose of the 

vaccine and Iowa has moved up in the state rankings for doses administered per 100,000 

residents according to the CDC.  

 

Additionally, several bills intended to expand access to the COVID-19 vaccine advanced in the 

Iowa House of Representatives this week. The bills would improve administration of vaccines at 

pharmacies, allow dentists and podiatrists to administer vaccines, and ensure accurate 

immunization reporting to the state. It appears these bills are being fast-tracked through the 

process.  

 

The Bottle Bill is Back 

The debate over Iowa’s bottle and plastic redemption program has surfaced yet again this 

session. Several bills related to the bottle redemption program advanced through the process this 

week and include efforts to require distributors to reveal profits made from unused bottle returns, 

increase distributor handling fees, and allow beverage retailers to refuse to return containers for 

deposit under specified circumstances. A bill of particular interest is a new proposal being led by 

Senator Rozenboom that would allow grocery stores to opt out of the program if a redemption 

center is within 20 miles, establish a Taxpayer Relief Fund for unused bottle deposits, and 

replace the current bottle bill program with a new system managed by the Alcoholic Beverages 

Division. It is yet to be determined which of these proposed solutions to the long-lasting bottle 

bill debate, or if any, will make it to the Governor’s desk this year.  

 

 

 

http://www.advocacyiowa.com/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
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Voting Process Legislation 

On Thursday both the House and the Senate advanced legislation making sweeping changes to 

Iowa’s voting laws and processes. These proposed changes include limiting absentee ballot drop-

off locations to one ballot box, shortening early and absentee voting periods, establishing 

misdemeanor and felony offenses for failure to adhere to election guidance, and more. The bills 

are partisan in nature, with Republicans in support and Democrats opposed. Republican House 

Speaker Pat Grassley believes that changing early voting deadlines will help shorten campaigns. 

While Democrat Minority Whip Jennifer Konfrst expressed concerns about the potential for 

voter suppression. These bills were introduced and passed out of full committees within two days 

and are set to be debated on the floor as early as next week.  

 

Looking Ahead  
The March 5th  First Legislative Funnel deadline is now just two weeks away. We expect next 

week’s schedule to be packed full of subcommittee and committee meetings yet again. To stay 

up to date on scheduled committees and subcommittees and their virtual access information, 

follow this link. 

 

The coming week will begin with a public hearing on the new voting process bills discussed 

above. The bills make changes to early and absentee voting and are being pushed simultaneously 

by the Republican State Government Committee Chairs in each chamber. This effort could be 

debated by the full House and Senate as early as the middle of the week.  

 

Key Initiatives this Week 
On Monday the House Ways and Means Committee unanimously passed the following bills: 

• HF 144, Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Emergency Medical Services, passed in a 

22-0 vote 

o The bill increases the tax credit for volunteer fire fighters and EMS workers to 

from $100 to $200. 

o LSA released a fiscal note on the bill and predicted that it would reduce General 

Fund revenues by about $1.2 million and local income surtaxes by about $35,000. 

o The bill is now eligible for House floor debate. 

• HSB 186, Additional EMS Levy, passed in a 22-0 vote 

o The bill would allow cities and counties to impose an additional levy for EMS and 

requires EMS to be declared an essential county purpose in order to levy taxes for 

that purpose. It would also grant the trustees of a benefitted district to impose an 

additional levy for EMS above the statutory rate if the current rate is insufficient. 

The levy would have to be approved at an election. 

o The bill is now eligible for House floor debate. 

 

On Tuesday the Senate State Government subcommittee of Senators Cournoyer, Reichman, and 

Jochum passed SF 249, 911 Costs, in a 2-1 vote with Senator Jochum waiting to sign until 

several questions are answered. The bill would strike various current allocation methods related 

to 911 call costs and require a local exchange carrier to pay the cost for recurring monthly 

service. It would also require the program manager to determine the points of ingress and egress 

and originating service providers to pay the associated costs. The bill sponsor, Senator Edler, 

stated this bill came from his local 911 Board being charged fees by telecom companies without 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListChamber?chamber=S
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF144&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HSB186&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF249&ga=89
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explanation. Blake Derouchey from HSEMD stated that around $3.3 million in wireline fees a 

year or 20% of total 911 calls are not reimbursed by telecoms currently. For wireless, it is just 

two companies at $800,000. Overall, he indicated this bill will save state and local service boards 

money. He brought up the section two amendment that APCO-NENA is supportive of as well. 

Senator Cournoyer moved the bill forward with a recommendation for an amendment to continue 

the conversation. The bill now awaits consideration at the full Senate State Government 

Committee as conversations continue. We have come to understand this bill will likely not be 

moving forward this year, but Blake said that HSEMD might look to introduce this as a 

department bill next session.  

 

On Tuesday the AS team finalized and submitted a letter to Iowa’s entire Congressional 

Delegation discussing Federal legislation to recognize the 911 Community as first responders 

and public safety personnel. We offered to set up meeting times to discuss further and update 

you as we receive responses. On Thursday Senator Ernst’s office confirmed receipt of the letter 

and indicated they would be reviewing.  

 

On Wednesday the House Justice Systems Appropriations Subcommittee welcomed a 

presentation by Iowa Homeland Security & Emergency Management (HSEMD). HSEMD laid 

out their 5-year strategy for the Alert Iowa system, noting they are entering a new contract for 

the system, but there will be no noticeable changes for the public. They recently updated 

technology at their EOC facility, allowing for improved GIS and communications capability. The 

state can now use 10% of mitigation funding for emergencies, with 75% of funding remaining 

covered by the federal government. When asked about the current electrical blackouts, 

representatives from HSEMD stated the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 

has been holding daily briefings and that they are working to resolve electrical blackouts when 

necessary. Additionally, operation checks on generators are being conducted, the department is 

prepared to set up warming centers if necessary, and they are working with the Iowa Utilities 

Board to watch diesel supply, storage, and reserves. 

 

On Wednesday the House Appropriations subcommittee of Representatives Worthan, Latham, 

and Williams unanimously passed HF 300, Public Safety Equipment Fund. The bill creates the 

Public Safety Equipment Fund and appropriates funds to the Department of Public Safety for 

purchasing, maintaining, and replacing equipment used by the department. Representatives asked 

questions of the DPS and Iowa State Patrol spokespeople about the timeframe for funding. The 

bill now awaits consideration at the full House Appropriations Committee.  

 

Bills of Interest 
Like sessions past, Advocacy Strategies will be tracking all bills pertaining to you. Along with 

this document, each week you will find an excel spreadsheet attached with the bills you have 

registered for or which we are waiting for a declaration. Please review this and confirm your 

declarations are correct and complete. Please let us know if there are any changes that need to 

be made.  

 

 

Housekeeping 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=hf300
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Our ability to best represent you is based on quick and open communication. Once the legislative 

session progresses further, our requests for bill declarations will increase substantially. We 

would ask that you let us know your organization’s position on each bill within 24 hours of 

our notification to you so we can respond accordingly.   

 

Dates to Note 
• March 5: First funnel deadline (Friday of the 8th week) 

• April 2:  Second funnel deadline (Friday of the 12th week) 

• April 30: 110th calendar day of the session; legislators’ per diem expires 

 
Please feel free to contact the Advocacy Strategies Team with any questions, comments, or 

concerns.  We are pleased to be representing your interests during the 2021 Legislative 

Session and throughout the year. Contact information for your lobbying team follows.  

 

Threase Harms                        Kathryn Allen 

515.975.5299 (cell)                              309.335.3629 (cell) 

threase@advocacyiowa.com              admin@advocacyiowa.com 

 

Nick Laning                             Bob Rafferty 

515.985.9054 (cell)                                  515.314.9462 (cell) 

Nick@advocacyiowa.com             rafferty@raffertygroup.com  

 

Hannah McDowell                                Rachel Ong 

515.450.0574 (cell)                                  515.829.2775 (cell) 

Hannah@advocacyiowa.com             rachelong@raffertygroup.com 
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